Crime Prevention Special 

If you've had you're car broken into or stolen, you know you hate it. so read on 

Join us as we search for a cheap and effective method of preventing your car from being broken into or stolen. 
Legal advice leads us to state at this point that this is all made-up, and wasn't even written by anyone associated 
with ...Sordid Zine... , the experiments detailed were not performed at all, no ones groin was dissolved by highly 
concentrated acid, any cars seized by the authorities in circumstances similar to those described below is entirely 
coincidental, no one was hurt in any way by way of the fact that we certainly did not conduct ANY of the 
experiments listed below. We can not be held liable for the chance event that any similar experiments were carried 
out that bear any kind of similarity to any of the experiments detailed below. Especially the acid crotch dissolving 
ones, we completely deny any association to that, and all the other experiments. This is all made up. Really. Ask 
our lawyers. 

Due to the fact that none of the events described in this feature actually occurred, there are certainly no 
photographs or video footage that depicts it in any way. Any images or video that you may see that seems to imply 
that perhaps we did conduct any experimentation or car modification described in this feature are purely 
coincidental and do not serve as any kind of proof of anything taking place and cannot be used to hold us liable for 
things we did not do, as such images or video would obviously be faked and distributed by miscreants of the 
lowest order {much lower than potential car thieves, whom we hold in high regard and would never try to harm, in 
any way). 



Car Related Crime part one 



We all know that much crime can be prevented by providing some kind of time wasting obstruction, such as a well 
known and many steering wheel locks and other similar devices. This led us to wonder what cheaper obstructions 
could be effective in reducing or removing the chance of someone breaking into, or stealing your car. 

It seems obvious that, ideally, you don't want anyone to even break into your car, so things that may serve as an 
obstruction once the doors are opened are not as desirable as obstructions that cause a potential criminal to move 
away from the car quickly, without even attempting to open your cars doors. 

To this end, as with steering wheel locks, we decided that visibility of the obstruction is key. So, how cheap can a 
visible obstruction be, and still be functional. 

We came up with a number of ideas and then had our team of scientific researchers put them to the test. 

Results from our initial round of testing 

We discovered that there are two main types of crime relating to breaking into cars. First, breaking into the car with 
the intent to steal things within. This is usually committed by a criminal walking down the footpath, looking into the 
cars as they pass, looking for things of value. As such, these break-ins are usually through the passenger door. In 
these cases, a steering wheel lock is useless, as the criminal only wishes to steal things from the car and has no 
interest in actually trying to drive the car. This activity is viewed as being fairly low risk by those that would commit 
such a crime. 

The second main type of break-in that applies to cars is the break-in with the intent to steal or 'joy ride'. In these 
cases, the break-in is usually through the driver-side door, and we noted that a steering wheel lock does function 
as a time wasting obstruction. 

We did also note that many car related crimes occur in places such as shopping center car parks, and such 
locations throw the above factors out of the window, as potential criminals come at the vehicle from all directions. 
This, for us, really illustrated the need for a cheap and foolproof form of obstruction that would dramatically reduce 
car crime. 

The results of our experiments are detailed below (and remember, for legal reasons, these experiments never 
happened, and the fact that they are written as if they did is NOT any indication that they did occur, this is all made 
up). 

Visible Obstruction 1 : Fake Faeces 

We, mainly, used plastic dog poo that you can buy in classy joke shops. We felt that we needed to do at least a 
couple of control tests to see if the results for fake dog poo and real dog poo were actually comparable. They were 
(although, the owners of the cars did seem more put out by finding actual dog poo in their cars, as opposed to 
those that only found fake ones. They seemed rather puzzled, but, perhaps, slightly amused, and a number of 
them kept the fake poo). 



Firstly, there is the difficulty of placing the poo for maximum visability. It needs to be noticed before anyone 
attempts to break-in. We found this difficult to achieve. Eventually we realised that many of the people that were 
breaking into the cars were quite intoxicated, and one criminal actually sat in one of the real poos we placed on 
the drivers seat, and didn't seem to notice or care. 

Without the smell to accompany the poo, most of those that still broke in either ignored or didn't notice, or simply 
swept it away. Two of our fake poos were stolen. 

Result? Well, it did have some effect, but it was low enough that it could have been accounted for by chance. It 
seems that the kind of people that would break into your car don't care about getting some shit on themselves, or 
don't even notice it laying around (perhaps they have shit in their own cars? We will look into this in the future, as 
we now know where a number of local car thieves live). From what we observed, a dismal 8% of car thieves 
seemed to be put off by seeing the poo. And we thought this was one of our good and really cheap ideas. 
The actual owners of the cars were far more put out, and those that discovered and identified fake poos in their 
cars seemed surprisingly upset to discover that someone had broken into their car and left fake poo there. We 
thought people wouldn't mind. In only one case did we reveal ourselves from our hiding spot, only to discover 
that the owner wasn't very amused at all. In ail further cases we remained hidden and watched. 

Visible Obstruction 2 : Dog (which can result in real faeces) 

We tried this idea first with a very aggressive dog. This worked 100%, but did cause a fair amount of damage to 
the car, and was very problematic for us to deal with. After this, we tried a quieter dog, that was well trained, but 
would still attack people. This also worked 1 00%, but resulted in the owners of the car being attacked when they 
tried to let the dog out of their car. Actually, one owner jumped into his car so quickly that he did not notice the dog 
until it is some what too late, and was attacked especially badly. We also tried with smaller dog. Those that 
weren't aggressive were completely pointless, and those that were ended with similar results to the aggressive big 
dogs. 

Results? If you have a big aggressive dog that won't attack you when you return to your car, this could be a winner. 
They do seem to get bored and damage the cars interior, and one big dog knocked an automatic car out of park 
and caused it to roll down a hill, which resulted quite a significant amount of damage which we were very glad we 
weren't accountable for. Worth it? Well, no, we don't think so, but a visible steering wheel lock and a big very 
aggressive dog was very effective. 

Visible Obstruction 3 : Mesh to obstruct window and door 

The idea here was that it blocks the view of a potential criminal, and that a mesh that covers the whole door can 

make it very hard to get into the car. In the cases where the car met with a particularly motivated criminal {either 

because they really wanted to steal the car, or their was something within it that they really wanted to steal), this 

really didn't do much. Still it did seem to have an effect. The main negative here was that as much as it made 

things were awkward for potential thieves, it made things equally hard for the actual owners. 

Anyway, it was all very funny. We tried a number of methods of installing the mesh, but the better it was for 

stopping undesirables, the better it was for stopping anyone, owners included. 

Results? This cost us a lot of money, and took a long time to install and remove and proved highly problematic. 

We also learnt that some people that would break into cars carry knives, and that knives can easily cut the mesh 

we used. We didn't want to spend more money on stronger mesh. 

Visible Obstruction 4 : Fake person sleeping in the car 

We quickly realised that this idea took far too much effort. We had to get a bunch of clothes, which we stuffed with 
other clothes. Making a head and buying a wig took way too much time, and cost way more than we wanted to 
spend on any cheap solution. Not only that, it took quite some time to get the person into a position that looked 
believable. That all said it was actually quite effective. Only once did a police officer try to wake up our 'person', 
which he did for quite sometime, before eventually presuming the worst and smashing a window. He did not seem 
particularly impressed to discover that it wasn't actually a person. It did stop criminals breaking in though, it seems 
that nothing stops people like another person. 

Results? Well, the initial assembly of the person was not actually cheap, even though we shopped in op shops, 
but this is pretty much a one off expense. Still, the chance that people will break into the car, damaging it in the 
process, and potentially getting you into trouble, does sour this idea somewhat. We feel that this idea is workable, 
but not really worth it. Even though most people don't give a shit about other people in trouble, doing this long term 
will cause numerous incidents that will result in damage to your car and potential legal problems. 

Visible Obstruction 5 : Paying actual person to sleep in the car (which can result in urine and faeces) 

We went for homeless people here, who both seemed happy for somewhere to sleep or sit, and for the money we 
offered. Whilst they did stop crime, many of them were actually responsible for it to. They often left the car stinking, 
didn't really do what we said, and often the car was left with similar problems as those listed above. This idea 
turned out more expensive than using a fake person, as it costs you each time. Plus you actually have to find 



someone. Also, we found that you just don't know what they are going to do in the car. 

Results? This turned out to be one of our worst ideas. Not cheap, and highly problematic. At a pinch, it did stop 

the car being broken into while the paid person was in the car. We do not recommend this option unless you 

have no other choice, and remember, just leaving your car there with no form of security at all is definitely an 

option. 

Visible Obstruction 6 : Bloody knife/blood smeared or splatter in the car 

We tried a number of ways of doing this, but just couldn't find the right balance. Enough blood for people to 
notice did seem to stop potential criminals, but did seem to cause many other problems and plenty of police 
attention. At one point we were even chased by a police man who saw us splashing blood around in a car and 
wanted to ask us questions about it (we still think that running was a better option than trying to bluff our way 
out of the situation). The problems here was that the blood needs to be reasonably fresh, so, if you tried this 
you would need to clean it up each day, and apply a fresh load each morning. Even though we didn't clean up 
any of the messes we made, we recognised that we would not want to clean and reapply, especially out of the 
upholstery. Further to this point, people do seem more motivated to do something about a car with a blood 
splattered interior, than they are with a person not moving in a car. 
Results? A pain in the arse, and very problematic. 

Visible Obstruction 7 : Releasing hundreds of flies within your car 

This actually worked. It did take a lot of effort, and we wouldn't want to drive in the car with the flies in there. 
This led us to think that you'd have to try and get all the flies out of the car before you would drive, which would 
led to needing fresh flies each day. That would be really annoying, as doing this once really sucked. But it was 
fun. And we did enjoy watching the owners return to the car. So, this is probably good as a practical joke you 
might play on a good friend, but not as a long term solution to preventing crimes being committed to your car. 
Also, on two occasions this aroused police suspicion, as they seemed to think that something awful must have 
happened in the car for that many flies to be in there. 
Result? Difficult, funny, not really worth it in this context. 

Visible Obstruction 8 : Decorating the interior of your car with images of Judge Judy 

We did try a number of different celebrities that we thought would scare the kind trash that would break into 
your car. Judge Judy seemed to work best for us, but you would need to use someone known to the lower 
classes in your region. We also tried broadcaster Alan Jones {figuring that no homophobe would want to sit on 
a picture of his face), and one of our local politicians Amanda Vanstone. All were reasonably effective, although 
far from100%. The cars did attract a lot of general attention which was probably the main thing that prevented 
crime. But the owners really weren't very happy, and to be honest, we wouldn't want to drive around in cars 
decked out like this. For the record, this was not cheap, the printing costs were high, as we printed faces for 
the steering wheel, a number for the seats, both front and back, a number on the dash, and one on the glove 
box and the gear stick. 

Result? As the main thing that cut down crime here were the people wanting to look at the car, perhaps it would 
be better to think of another way of attracting constant attention. But would you really want that? We know we 
wouldn't. Not really worth the effort. 

Non visible Obstruction 1 : Doctoring door handles 

We tried gluing broken glass and thumb tacks under the door handle. This still didn't stop potential criminals 
from damaging locks or breaking windows, but it was pretty funny when they tried to open the door. Only 12% 
of those that tried to break in actually avoided injury by opening the door from the inside. Of those that were 
injured, a whopping 68% caused significant further damage to the car, and most still either robbed it or stole it. 
But it was very funny seeing their little faces and they shredded their finger tips. As far as preventing crime, this 
was our worst experiment. 
Results? Lots of fun, no success at all. plus we hurt ourselves when we set this up. 

Non visible Obstruction 2 : Electrifying the body of the car 

We accidentally set the voltage a little too high on our first go at this, which resulted in a number of people 
being injured, and we had to wait a couple of weeks to continue this experiment. First a potential criminal was 
electrocuted fairly badly. A passer by that came to help was also electrocuted, and when a policeman that came 
to help was also electrocuted we decided it was best to leave. We are not sure what happened after that. 
{Note: Any similarities to real events are completely coincidental. All of this really is just made up.) 
After revising some high school physics classes and a few websites about electronics we had another crack at 
this one. The second time worked a treat. But was this a workable solution? Well, we were shocked ourselves 
a number of time setting this up, and that is funny when it doesn't happen to you, but we had the voltage high 




enough to really effect your muscles {which doesn't feel very fun, you've seen footage of people being tasered, 
right?) and it leaves you feeling rather nauseous. Did it work? Well, yes, it did, but it works on everyone that 
touches the car. No break-ins, but also, very unhappy owner when they return to the car. Well, very unhappy 
after they get over being electrocuted. 
Results? Works a treat, but not really workable. Probably good as a practical joke, much like the flies. 

Non visible Obstruction 3 : Installation of booby traps 

We saw that film 'Cube', and really liked all the booby traps. We decided that the best one to use to stop people 
getting into a car was the acid spray. In our defence, we have never really worked with acid before, and didn't 
really understand how corrosive it could be on certain materials. We researched things, and had enough help to 
actually be able to build the spraying device that worked fine, but installation was a problem. We worked out that 
it was going to take at least 3 or 4 hours to install it so that the acid would spray out of the lock of the car door 
when someone came close enough to the car {yes, yes, this is really stupid, but we were really lost in the idea 
and had worked around any number of problems to get to this point, and were actually quite please with the 
progress to this point). 

What happened and how did this all work out? Well, we'd basically settled on just getting this to work, and we'd 
already learnt our lessons about letting people damage the car. At first we wanted it to be triggered when 
someone tried to tamper with the lock or were to break the window, but this didn't really work out, so we went 
for a sensor that detected proximity and simply sprayed out the acid then. All in a short period of time, we got 
two passers by and one potential criminal that we are pretty sure was sussing out the car to break into it. After 
this the authorities were starting to show up {probably after the first passer by) so we decided to leg it. 
It was at this point that we spoke to our legal department and were advised, fairly strongly, against continuing 
this research, and to deny that we did any of this, which we do again here. And quite strongly too, we really are 
making all this up. Say otherwise and we'll take legal action. 

Result? Watching that man panic as his crotch was dissolved was great, we had trouble remaining hidden 
because of our laughter {Note: this is further evidence of the unreal and made-up nature of this whole piece, 
we would certainly not laugh at someone whose groin we had caused to be dissolved. So that settles it.). 
Unfortunately, this idea was just silly, and although it works a treat, it realty is not functional. Unless you had 
some kind of cut off the owner could use to actually turn it off, and you REALLY knew it wouldn't spray you. 
Perhaps if it sprayed something else. Hmmm, but what? 

Final Results, conclusions and all that garbage 

So, final results? Hmmm, well, probably a steering wheel lock and the fake poo isn't to bad and fairly 
unproblematic. Maybe the dog can work, but we don't know about leaving your dog in your car all the time, 
our dogs wouldn't like that, and your car would smell. We think getting rid of your car altogether is probably 
best. Use public transport and taxis when you really need. Ok. 

It is here we will leave this for now, with one final assertion that we really didn't do any of these things. 



For next time, we are working on ways of stopping people from breaking into your home. Stay tuned, more great 
tips coming your way., and don't walk to near cars. It's your responsibility. 



